% wa 
©. 
* 


| 


| 


CHRISTIAN LIBERTY 
' *Not to be 


ABUSED: 
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Antient and Primitive Truth Cor- 
reting ſome Modern, or New Abuſes, 
of ghat zvhich is ſo much Pleaded for, 
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AS F, R M.ON 
Preached in the Church of Bridport 


within the County of Dorſet, on Sun- 
day the Forenoon, being November 3. 1672, 
before the Magiſtraves of that Burrough. 


By Rich. Luce, a Presbyter of the Church of 
England by Law Eſtabliſhed, 
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London, Printed for Rowland Reynolds at the 
Sz and Bible in the Poultry, 1673. 
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| . Boured Friend and Neighbour, 
|. Mr.NathamelGodwynRecor of 

Bridport.” ' © | | 
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Reverend Sir, : 

'Qur. benevolent Admiſſion of me ts 
Preachin your Church, to gratifie 
my gooG Friend Mr. George «1 
"cer, one of the preſent Bayliffs 
of your Town, hath put me up- 
 /. -.- on a little more Labourmthen T 
| expeRed.. Yet I do not ſo much lay the 
blame upon your Admiſſion, - which -I pro- 
© nounce free from blames as upon the. over: 
Z imprudence of ſome, whoſe Tongues” being 
© liquoured with the Oyle of Confidence, have 
charged me with Rayling againſt the Xings 
Churches in- my Sermon. + An odious Con- 
tumely indeed. What !- for a ſon - of - the 
Church of  Enzland-xarvevile the Gods, -wnd 
ſ eak (ey of the Ruler'of his People ?/To 
Faure the 'Edias of his Soveraigne, The Fa- 
ther of his Countrey: And in a word, the 


the nurſing Father of this SE Sr, now 
3 I 


* 


on res Lam bound 
Wit hain . to hon 


42S a Father , that 
"are. y” gohcern'd.. Congern'd in- 
-»þ _—_ 6 fy ot Jet. me paſs unohaſtjſed 
For profaniag Sgt by fo Fs 
clamatig 15 Jeroreed ; I was To 
urpardoay Tao aulry t 3, Rekintis the 
ok gy vader- 
ſtand Nee duty to God, or the F Mg, £0 a- 
buſe and — with all mat [wack able 
thoſe who hinder the building of theids Babel : 
I am reſolved, in ſeed of . any other Apolo- 


8y, £0 expgſe my. yermon 10 own judi- 
Ctous: Examinaripg,, Ag. Wet you ſhould be 


zhought-to þe oyer partial to your friend, 
I: ro Bot what yo Yona doe leſs, then bin 


hopr;|agd Serfpog (9 Not fair Tri 
$9 $0 mahoutayy MAFF - 9p es; 'wh en you have 
| Fre y the Sermon .W "WAS reached be- 
re your (elf, If youthiok, jr worth the Pubs 
lication, "you = doe as: you: Hunk, \ fit with 


it, and ia onler: Khereugtg yay may, Fam : 


and, . TL 610 of19 Him b 21E0!7p 
| YN rigmaſ' offefionili ria, jb 
Ehediock,. =, - Fella; F pbrer in the ſervice 
Nov. 18. x ; hairs apdChutch, 
1672». $1 ”j = e 
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.& Gentlemen, Wr 
y ' Here preſent that Sermon unto your eyes, which 
: | was PrearMNed #pto your Ears in your Paxjſh 
5 Church, on the '3d. of thit Inflaur Rove Bur. 
4 Fmitht have ſaved my ſelf an jod th4 Nabour, 
8 had not [ane Tongues charged me with filhhe at the 
e WE Kings Church ,,for fanes are pleaſedto call their 
PewErected Congregations inContradiſtinttion to the 
Church of England, Eſtabliſhed by the known Laws 
of - this famous King adore, For If I have ſpoken 


+. - 2 


>» 

; 7 betr witne ſs againſt me : but if I have diſcharged tny 

1, Conſcience ſo far as became a Loyal Subject to his 
a ' Majeſty, and an obedient Sonvf the Church of Eng- 
. & land , no way Thwarting his Majeſties Declara- 

| tion in indulging his loving Subjet#s , and wherein 
| Himſelf hath declared bis expreſs Reſolution, Mean- 


I IF Li tion to be, That, the Church of Eng- 
| ny 65 (001 and remain entire in its Doftrine, 
Diſciplines and Government, 45 now it ſtands Efta- 

| bliſbed 


Bliſhed by Law. And this be taken to be, as it is, the 
Baſis, Rule, and Standard of the gentrdl ani pablick 
r ſhip,” 8c: bi reign pleaſed to take this my 
" bumble Proft; nef this enſul '$Crm08,, 4s- 4 ſin= 
cere acknowledgment df my Obediency to his Majeſty, 
and all that are put in Authority ander- him, both in 
Church aud State 5, and as a pletly of my heaxty"love 
$0 the publick Peace, as well as to your ſelves, whom 
mith all. that call upon the Name of the Lord Feſus , 
Chrif in fncerity, I commend to .your gracious di- 
——_ proteFion of Almighty God, in whom 1 
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* Tow | moſs affettionate is 
Cliediock, Novem Friend and Servant, W , 
ber the 18th, * R, Luce. 
1672. Go x WE = 


CHRISTIAN LIBERTY * 
. **Not to be 


ABUSED. 


Wn 4 Pet. 2.16. As free, and not big Jos 
((or as. the Oxiginal imports) nge having 
the Liberty for a Cloak, cof Malitionſne. _ i 
s the Servants hoy - \ 


h 


D E that  goetly about” to Per- Mr.Richard ' * "F 
ſwade 4 Mltirnde (faith Fake potir. 
the moſt renowned and ju- pag: 1. | 
dicious Hooker) that they 
are not ſo well Governed 

as-they ought to" be, ſhall 

; cr never want attentive and 

| | s favourable Hearers. Which 

omes eo paſs, (as that learned and godly Divine 

ſerved ) ' becauſe - they know the manifold de- \\ 


pe B fects + 


Chriſtian Liberty not 
feats whereunto, every kind of Regi 
jeR z whites yer Mey hays not the Judgment, 9 
Are F the porBey bays 6 ee Judgms ,« 
fficulties, which in publick pocentings are innu- 
merable and inevitable. * And becauſe (as he adds) 
ſuch as reprove ſupP8ſed diſorders of ſtate, are ta- 
ken for Principal friends ro the comm benefir of 
Al , men that carry a ſingular freedome of 
mind under this plauſible pretexr, whatſoever the 
utter, paſſech for godd and curragt, That which 
wanteth in the waight. of tbeir ſpeech, is ſupply- # 
ed by che aptneſs of mens' minds to accept and be- 
lieyf ic 4 wheres offthe otlfcr ſide, if we maintain 
things & are eſtalſſiſhed, +we have not only to 
ſtrive with a number of hetvy prejudices rovred in 
the hearts of men, whothiak , - that hereifl., we ® 
ſerve the. Time, and ſpeak infavour of the preſent 
State for our own advantages, bur alſo to bear ſuch 
exception/as minds fo prepoſſefſeg with prejudice, 
uſually rake.againft that which they are loath ſhould 
be poured into them, JIE | 


IO OS OI rn ns oe ee 


- However, it. may: happen co-my (elf at this time | 
in, fuch a Chryſfis of diſtempered humours in the Wy '» 
winds., both of the Maſculine and Feminine 
Gender, I ſhall not be curiouſly inquifitive 


Fhough.1 durſt not ſtand in Corghs Tents, nor M41 
with his Rebellious- Afociates , affront Maſes and WR 
Aaron; the King and the Pujeſt, Prince aff-Pre- Wat 
late with, Ye take too much upon you, egy ca 
the Congregation is holy: And though Iprelume 


yy bs 


not 


*% 


not inthe-leaſt to Capi againſt Acts of Parkamenr 
not Edicts of Cougeil-Table, nor rudely to ho. 
_ otim agaigſt my periours or their (anions, ro 
vent crude - Politicks , an41 impoſe them npon 
the Weak and Credulous : Yet a5 the caſe Rtands, 
you cannot take it amiſs at his hands, who hath 
very *muth Charity for-your outs, "if whiles he 
pe you as Chriſts Free-men;yet admoniſheth ' 
{ yol in the Language, not of nirglel but of the | 
Holy Ghoſt, by bleſſed St. Pete Mny Text, as 
free, and not uſing (or not having) the liberty for 
7 , 15 of Malitiouſneſs , bur as the Servants of 


0 If you look back into the precedent part of 
in Þ this Epiſtle, -you will find the Apoſtle ſerting forth 
:e Þ& the Priviledges am Dignity of our high and Hea- 
at & venly calling of Chriſtianity.* Fow that we are 
- & 2 Choſen Genergtiqn,' a Royal Prieſthood, an Ho- 
e, © ly Nation, - &c.. by reaſon of our Redemptign pur- 
14 Wchaſed -by Chriſt Jeſus our Lord,” 'To this end 
compare the 9th, verſe of this Chapter , out of 
which my- Text. is ſeletedowith the firſt Chapter 


to be Abuſed." , 


ne | thrangſbur, eſpecially with the 18th, and 19th, $ 
he I verſes, &*c. of that ſame Chapter, . -# 
net | 


Now leſt that theſe ptiviledges ſhould' make ['F 
E®os grow Proud and Inſolent, and forgetful of ur | 
or Mi duty rowirds men , under pretence of our near | 
ad Relation anto God : The bleſſed Apoſtle St, Petey, 
e- © after he had preſſed the Exerciſe of our San&ih- 
cation , both in abſtaining from, and utter Re- 

| B 2 nun 


Chriſtlan Livextyinot * 
guntiation and Deteſtation ofiall eſhly:Luſts, and 
Infernal Poweis which Way again the Soy] ; as 
alſo in leading of an honeſt ahd upright Life 
Converſation amongſt the very Gentiles, to, the 
glory.of God, -and. the vindication of the Dodrine 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, from the virulent Tongues 
of all malitious, Detraors; and pernicious Ca- | 
lumniators, ver. 1x, 12. . ® 


He proce@s in.eſpecial manner to give us di- 
rection, ſo well as command,concerning (ubmiſſi- 
on.or {ubje&ion, and obedience to alllawful Au- 
thority ; whether it be to the King as Supream, or 
unto Governours as ſent by him for the puniſhment 
of Evil doers, and for the praiſe of them that do 
well, verfe 13, 14. and to this purpale he adds 
na Beaton, verſe 15... Forſaogg the Will of God, 
that with well, doing, . ye ſhould pur to filence the 


Ignorance of Fooliſh men, and not without. need , 
Q 


ing that go ſooner was the Chriſtian Religion 
planted in the World, but ona ſudden the Prince 
of Darkneſs, the, Devil , and Satan, finding his 
Dommion broken and routed, cndedroures by 
all meags' poſſible to diſturb the free ang happy F 
paſſage of the, Goſpel , both by procuring open i 
Perſecutions to” be raiſed againſt the Church, K 
and. true Profeſſors ,of,our -moſt holy Chriſtian 
. Religion 3 - as alſo by raiſing and ſtirring, up di- Þ 
vets falſe Brethren from at home, . and within Þ, 
the very bowels of the Church, . who ſpake and 
vented- divers perverſe things, both contrary to 
the Defrine and Fundamental grounds of ihe 


Y 


'- _ ÞJAttib;Anuld; _ 5 

| holy, Chriſtzaq, Haub, (0. well as to che Peace and 
rapquiline of ye Communion. of, Saints,”, Nei. 
ther had. he-aby Armice more apt. for -his ;purpoſe, 
then a pretence 4bac/Chriſtagiey was deſtiudive 
to. Magiſtracy,. whereby he incenſed all chat were 
in Authority, with a very ſevere, jealouſy againſt 
the Truth of Chriſt, thongh yer our Lord kim- 
ſelf, had. dgclared openly, zhat his Kingdom was 
not of this World, ths 18, 36. But of all 
the Impoſtors thit ever I meet within this kind, 
I find none more notorious. and dangerous, then 
Simon Magus: who ,; (as. the Learned and Pious 
Dr. Hammond,notes tin his Proenical- diſſertari- 
on "concerning . Anti-Chriſt ,, Chapter the nigch) 
was the” ring-leader of the Se& of the Gnoſtichs, 


-.;This is he who in the; Acts of the _ holy A- 
poltles,- Chap. .8, . 10,: was held in high e- 

! ſteem; among the People, , who . blaſphemouſly 
* "calle him the great. power of God, By him 
they had been long and long deceived, and. be- 

' witched *with Sorceries. and. Magical. Enchant- 
ments. And: now he finding. his;4Lrade' of Tm- 
poſturage, ot- Cguſenage, ro. decay®y . the pro- 
agation .of Chriſtianity , .this Names enrolls 
fimſelf under the Banner of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


by Baptlw, AF, 8. 11, Simon himſelf Qaith 


- 


that Scripture”) believed alſo, * and when he 

; was baptized, he continued with Phil/p, ec. 
This he. did as appears by- che Sequel of thar 

; Chapter, not {o much out of any, true. zeal , 
"or love, .which: he did beartowards Chriſtianity, 
We. " B 3 as 


* 


25 in hopes to have 'miadea \pillful' Trade” of ir + 
Fob: whth. he ſaw "ite" . A X \ Was 
fruſttardd his way, he” with" tits 'Followers, for- 
ſook rhe way vf Chriſt ,, and firſt of all, they re- 
linquiſht. all the Orthodox, and pute Profeſſors 
of rhe Chriſtian faich z and by this Schifm, they 
break the Union of thE"Church, *x8 quis (fads, 
They wene owt from ws ; faith St, FM in his 
fir ſt Epiſtte , Second Chapter , ninteenth Verſe, 
Neither would they remain any longer in the 
boſome of the holy Chyiſtiap Carholick and 
Apoſtolick Church, And thence Having broken 
the Churches Ulnicy, they "did forthwith caſt off 
all Ha Gt heir Brethren, and Fellow 
Clin 47 Ty | 


From whence. the Apoſtte and beloved Di- 
ciple- of our Lord. concludes, 1 Fohn 4. 8, com- 
pared with the fecond Chapter of chat Epiſtle, 


Ver. 9. That however they did pretend to- W 
greater light and knowledg in Heavenly Miſte- - 
ries, ec, "then others; yer thar they were 
Compiny :af{e!f-conceited , perk tiſh, . 


prodigions "Fhorants,” «Hence Saint Fyhn, 
He that loveth not, knoweth not God, : for God 
is love. And he that ſaith, he is mn the light, 
F —_— his Brather, 'is 'in -darkne(s 5 eqen un- 
bg | | 


And indeed, againſt theſe 'aynwkites , rather 
then 'Gnoſticks3 Jenorants, rather then Perſons, 
of Knowledg; we find both Saint Pawl, Fun. 
hae * | aint 


E 


| Hore 
| andibring_wpeu themſelves. ſwift deftrattion. - And 
* mony. | follow” thew wo Wayes 5 by ' $64- 
® ſau of mhom, the way of: truth ſhalf be evil ſpoken 
" of. 4nd through Covetnunfneſs ſhall they, with 
| » feigned words, make Merchandiſe of you : whoſe 


bay $2; 


4/7, W:be Abtiſed; - 

-Saint -Pejer, Saint Fo#p, and \Sgint Fude ,idi- 
refting their. diſcourſes throughoue /their ſeveral 
Epiltles, © Amongſt many others, : cake thac in 
1 Tim, 6, 3. Oc. If any man "teach athey- 

iſe, and conſent n0t_ unto the words 'of ovr Lord 
4. s Chriſt, and to the doftrine which is accor- 
ding to godline(s, "He is protd,' knowing. nt- 
thing © but doting about queſtiens, and ſtrifes, of 
words whereof cometh Envy , ife ; Railings, 
Evil-ſwrmiſfings , perverſe . diſputings af « men of 
corrupt minds , aud deſtitute of therath ,\' ſuppe- 
fing* thats Gain is. Godline(ſs : from 'ſuch with- 


- draw thy ſelf. Such men theſe were,'wþo turned 


the grace of God ints laſciviouſneſs, Fude the fourth 
ver(g. Infomuch that they degyed. the' onl 


y 
© Lord: God ;:and. or -Lord Feſus:- Chriſt : Thete 
: were the Monſters,” inthe .faich of whom, Sainc 
© Peper fore-warns the Chriſtian|:;flock, 2: Per. 2.2. 

| &c, when he ſaith, Thtre ſball be falſe Teachers 


amongſt yon,' who fball privity bring in damnable 
| wx p the Lord:thad bought them, 


judgewent now of 4 lang: time | lingreth -ngt, and 
their damnation (ambegetb ns, | Theſe wire the 
K{vening :or devouring} Wolves, of whom our 
Saviour ſpeaks, Matth. 7. 15.. And the falſe 
. Ghriſts that ſhould come and deceive many, Matth. 
24.24. Thoſe are the Dogs Saint Pay! bids 
us 


\$ ChvitinLiventy n not- 


———_ ubbewareof//\iw.Pbulip. 572.) Arid 17g watins in his 
was, a i: ſaid, Epiftle ro the'Bpbeppans , * eallPthim! * Rvac/Av37@76s, 
that Child , Ravening Dog$s. ' Theſe are the” Concifion; 
—_— Hou becauſe, "whiles they” feigned themſelves to be 
own A-mes, Jews (3, 6.) INPOES and Zealors for — 
par, 00.03* faical Circumciſion y "uy they nor” keep. 
Ecclef, Hitt. Law; + but only *fAnder His terice, tear itt pieces 

-the Chirchot Cheiſt ' : 'And therefote iris moſt 


plain what n. quo drives'ac, both in my Text, 
et 


and: in 1 P 17." when” he ſaith ; "The time is 
ET *  rondthat Fudgment midſt begin atthe Have of God, 
| Cie, ) wherein the more Orthoddx iand pier Chri- 
K | flians qd. Profeſſors” of 'the Holy" Cathalick Faith 


were” to. ſuffer all minner. of Evils, both from 

the Jews and,Gnoſticks , for the ſake of, the 
Juſtin Martyr: Goſpel : of ' Chriſt; * For as Faſtin Martyr: notes, 
in ell-5: 1; 19 fial for the: Hertricls of thoſe rrnes, "2 
: Octhodoxyg, .Condemn:- chbſeiithat: would nor: ſay: j- and "think 
b.. as \they . did, -\ \And -rhetefore 'Sz;' Paul in; his 
, Valedidtory. \Serinon-'rq \the_"Etdets: of the 
Church hefwe,\calls chem: Alt Caprice 77 i6V08s 
"Wolves; Ah 2d. Hohion: by: chein Heretica) -Do- 
rings, and" Seditions: practifes did\ make) yoyſe 
of che FlocR''of Chriſt;\» For whiles\theys pr 
rended nothing more'than'Zibersyvorthey- did ” 
move cg themſelves: and:.their: followers in 
\ dge: of \Qonrupy jon. ,n. 20P866423/ 8," 1.9. 
Ang * - ur , Deileipals Errours -uin” thoſe 
\Gnoſticks "offer - ep :Corregtics be 
ſy 1 Obſervation, .* CIO, 

won Yoon MAL Dd 3. 0h) * 
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__ Poe F 
© © _ £©Ka os ” ©” }2__ HE EE” 


:*: £0 ue. 'Abaltd.. . 
Fiſt + Their MagicalEncliattments, -- + 
Secondly :- Their allowance of*all manner of 

Senfſualicies, 'and fleſhly Luſts,” and mixtures, 


even to the. Communiry , or 'rather defilement 
of the Martiage-Bed, - 


Thirdly. :: Their Exetypting themſelves ffom 


& the Yokeof all Authority, both Civil arid Sacted: 


Fourthly and laſtly : They held Circumciſi- 


= onto. avoid. Perſecution for the Croſs of Chriſt, 
& By all which they proſticuted the Holy Chti- 
» ſtian Religion, both in its Doctrinals and -De- 
; votionils, Morals , and Evangelicals ro-ſhame 
# and contempt, under pretence of Liberty, And 
= to hold you no longer frotni the deſign of apr 
= Apoſtle .in my Text; St. Peter here wipes off 
= the Reproach which theſe Impoſtors endeavour- 
} ed ro: caſt upon the Name of Chriſt , ynder 


etence of Liberty purchaſed by him ; when 
e ſaith, : as *Xauyepe,- wei wi @s £mIKeAvuud Eyoplts Ts Ka- 


& xize th Lacudplargdtn of Sine 37, A free, and not 
 nfinz', or nvt having the Liberty for 4 Cloak of 
* Malitiouſneſs, but as the Servants of God, Where- 
* in you may hear our Apoſtle (peaking unto us to 
> this effed3 namely) Ler none of -you whom 
| Chriſt hach purchaſed by his moſt prectous blood, 
| to enjoy ſo many. high and eminent 'priviſedses, 


DO 


Z as to bean Holy Nation, a Royal Prieſt-hood 


a peculiar people , &c. Think that hereby yo 
are: exempted from your duties , whether with 


C refe- | 


Chriſtian/Liberfy not 
reference towards God-in. the duties of the fir 
Table, or towasds men , required in the duties 
of the ſecond Table of - the Ten Command- 
ments, to the performance of all which, we are 
firmly bound by Divine injunction. In eſpe- 
cial manner, aſſure your ſelyes, that the Doctrine 
of Chriſtianity' reacheth nothing more effequ- 
ally, then. that you ought to ſubmit: your (elyes 
unto. every Ordinance of man, for the Lords 
ſake, whether it be to the- King as Supream , 
or unto Goyernours, as ſent by him. for the 
puniſhment of Evil doers ,, _ and for the praiſe 
of them that do well ; for ſo is the Will of 
God , ec. - If you plead your Freedome , 
know. that your Freedome , in, and by Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord, doth not. conliſt in believing , 
and living as you. liſt *your ſelves 3 nor in any 
ekemption from Obedience unto lawful Autho- 
rity, No ! For our Lord himſelf , though 
Heir in Right to the Crown and Scepter of 
Fudah, by temporal diſcent from the loynes of Da- 
vid, (o welP as Prince of the Kings of the Earth 


by his Eternal Power and God-head 5 yet ra- 


ther than he would: give- occaſion of offence 
whiles he was living, or leave a- ſuſpicious Ex- 
ample of any ill - meaning in' his. Doctrine or 
practice after his departure from this world (as 
ro Perſonal. or. Corporeal preſence ) Himſelf I 
ſay, would tather work a Miracle, and pay Tri- 
bute unto Ceſar, for himſelf and Peter, Math. 17. 
5, &*c, to the end of that Chapter. To ſhew 
0 bis Diſciples after him , under no Rn 
WHAats 
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- to be Abuſed: 
whatſoever , ſhould” plead immunity in that or 
the like -Caſe : much leſs may any -Chriſtian 
under any pretence of Liberty, vail or cover 0- 

# ver Treaſonable Imaginatiogs or Practiſes againſt 

& their Superiours z but as Holy Church hath 

- taught us devoutly to Pray , ' fo let us be care» 

= ful co pradtiſe, (1, e.) We muſt faithfully ſerve, 

> honour, and humbly obey the King, and all thar 


® are = in Authoricy under him, in, and for the 
2 


>= Lord, according to his bleſſed Word and Ordi- 
" nance : As duly conſidering that the King is 
=: Gods Vice-gerent, and that all other Magiſtrates, 
= who are Commiſſtonated by, and under him, do 
» bear derivimvely and ſubordinately an Impreſs 
= of the Nivine Image and Superſcription z As free, 
* and not having. the Liberty for a Cloak of Malitionſ- 
© neſs, but as the Servants of God. 


3 


[4 
z3> 
v 


Many Obſervations offer chemſelves co our 
Conſideration out of this Portion of Holy Writ, 


5 but I ſhall confine my ſelf to ſhew you bnefly, * 


2 

\ 

» 

: ”- 

x 

Wa 

__ 

F. 

F 
- 


” Firſt : What Chriſtian Liberty is, and where- 


| 8 ia it doth conſiſt, 


Secondly : How it ought not to be abuſed as 


| = 2. Cloak or Covering of any lewd Principles or 
© wicked Praiſes. * And for the better help of 


} 


© your memories.,” I ſhall reduce both into one- 
* Docrine or Propoſition, 
'! 


. 


C 2 DoF, 


1.2 Chriſtian Elberty not 
” , Dgdh. [That i£:igaltagether: inconſiſtent with, 
agd; gancrariant ypeo the Holy Chriſtian Religi-: 
on, far the-Profeſſors:thereof, under prerence of 
Liberty to Cloak. and- coalaur over Malice and 

Wickedne(s, Or, more briefly, Chriſtian Liber- 

j ty.myſt. pot. be Abuſed to any wicked practiſes ; 

eſpecially againſt awfulAvthority, 


* This poſitian flowes naturally from the Text, 
which) is-inferted by way of Anticipation to pre- 
venran obyious Qbjection. 


,” Objt##; If we: are Chriſts Freemen (4; e,) Pur-' 
chaſed 4nd Redeemed by his moſt precfous Blood, 
and free Denizons of Heaven, :&*. - What obe- 
{+ dixace.or ſabjection:do we owe to'any-perſon, or 
. power upon Earth, .-&c# The iApoltle Anſwers 
4, Fhis by ſhewing, from the Rule of correlatives,, 
# | - har our Chriftian Liberty is; - and wherein ir 
bi. datir:goaltit: For, ': | 


* Nc Uoy 72 02 Hot yet 2h id 

Queram ſit li- Qjir Chriſtian Liberty is this z namely, that 

? - egg Chriſti- welningdelyees from the: hands of our Enemies 
(z.e.) from Sin, Hell, and Sacang we ſhould 

ſerve God truly in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs 

all the:dayscof our (lives ;': Dub, 3, 74, 75. So 


Eibetty? : wy anſwer would b& : Ir isa Freedom 
t9:ſerve God; to:obferverand do- what: he: hath 
commanded us.. This is'the fin and fcope of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt : ro teach us to walk wor- 
thy:of the Vocation wherewith we are called, 


that: iſgnyi ene would be informed ,- what's our- ? 


Eph. 4» % 


Y p £ < Þ 
". . 
# _ Pages, ihe | 


LR ® Stor Rs 1 * = 
/ SS. Wo £5 v4 
_— " 4 "oo > "FI 


A BELOED Gt br i. Yn < os 
«bo "Too SET þ 
- - 4 ” I 


--to-be Abuſed, 

Fph.4.'t. loTitw2. 11,12, The Grace of God 
which bringeth Salvation, hath appeared unto all 
med, teaching us, that dgnying Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Lufts, 'we ſhould live Soberly, Righte- 
ouſly, and Godly in this preſent World : and this 
in eſpecial manner is one way whereby we vindi- 
cate the honour of our high and holy Calling, and 
ſhew forth the praiſes of him that hath called vs 
out of darkneſs into his marvellous light; name- 
ly, by ſubmitting our ſelves unto every Ordinance 
of man for the Lords ſake ; whether it be co the 
King as Supream, ''or unto Governours, as ſent 
by him, &c." As free, and not having Liberty for 
a Cloak of Malitionſneſs, &c, : 


Freemen we are indeed ! But we muſt remem- 
member, that the Liberty of the Lords Free- 
men in this life; is ſpiritual and inward z not bo- 
dily and outward ,” until the life ro come. And 
therefore the beſt definition which can be given of 
our Chriſtian Liberty , with relation unto th's 


' preſent life, is that which our. Holy Mother, the 


Church of England harh taught us, and fitted ro 
myHhands in her Colle& for peace, wherc-after ſhe 
reacheth us to pray ; 0 God who art the Authoy of 
Peace, and Lover of Concord in knowleds, if 
whom ftandeth our Eternal Life 3 ſhe addeth, whoſe 
Service is perfett Freedome: whence itis eaſie to 
define; Thar the: ſervice of God, is the Chriſti- 
ans perfe& Freedom, or Liberty in this preſent 
world; or, a Chriſtians moſt peife&t Liberty in 
this world; is Gods ſervice z and this is ”"_ 

i 


ChriſtianLibertynot 


able to the Apoſtolical Diale& inyny Text, where 
St, Peter calls Chriſtians, Gods Servants, or the 
Servants of God. And St, Paul takes it as the 
heighth of his glory on This gde-of Heaven, that 
he had God for his Witneſs, whom he ſerved with 
his Spirit in the Goſpel of his Son ,; Row, £9. and 
good reaſon, ſeeing, as he ſaith elſe-where, Where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty, 2 Cor. 
3. 17- And ſurely Beloved, it was never better 
with Chriſtianiry , then when P1;zy the Heathen 


Plinius Junior wrote to Trajan the Emperour, to whom he could 


've no other deſcription of her Profeſlors, than 
. 6 they did riſe before day, and ſing Hymnes 
unto Chriſt, whom they Worſhipped as God z and 
for better diſcipline among them,, they prohibited 


Murther, Theft, Adultery, Fraud, Rebellion”, 


Perfidiouſneſs., and the denyal of goods Com- 
mitted to their truſt, with other ſuch like diſhoneſt 
and ungodly pranks. And for this Reaſon, Fuſtin 
. Martyr 1n his ſecond Apology for the Chriſtians in 
his time, complains of over-hard meaſure and uſage 
againſt the poor Chriſtians, in that after the A(- 
cention of our Lbrd Jgſus Chriſt, the Devils had 
produced ſome men , who affirmed themſelves 
ro be Gods 3 and thoſe, faith he, of you Gen- 
tiles, % wiyor un id roy In0ay, 4d Tar xdlntin3urzr, NOT 
only do not ſuffer Perſecution, but are dignified 
with Honours and Promotions, In a word then, 


the Holineſs of Chriſtianity, is ſuch, that irdoth 


not admit ſo much as an evil thought againſt 


the Magiſtrate , whether Supream or-Subordi- 


nate, Curſenot the King, no not in thy thought, 
nor the Rich in thy bed-chamber, &c. was good 
| Dogtrine 
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-- to be Abuſled, 
Dogerine in Solomons dayes, and is, and ſhould be 
ſo in ours, ZEccleſ. 10, 20. It forbids all irreve- 
rent ſpeeches cowards them, or conceining them, 
Hence St. Paul correts himſelf, A#. 23.5. 
I wiſt not, Brethren, that he was the High Prieſt ; 
for it is written , Thow ſhalt not ſpeak evil of .the 
Ruler of thy people 5 and concerning Reſiſtance 
of them by Treaſonable Plots, or open Armes, 
there can be nothing more direQly (aid againft 
it, than what the Holy Ghoſt hath left upon Scrip- 
ture-Record, under the hand wf the ſame Apoltle 
St, Paul, Rom. 13.1, 2. &c. © Letevery Soul 
5 be ſubject unto the Higher Powers , for, there 
< is no power but of God; the Powers that be , 
« are Ordain'd of God. Whoſoever therefore 
© refiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of 
& God; and they that-refiſt, purchaſe co them- 
«© ſelyes Damnation, We have frequent inſtances 
to this purpoſe of Gods juſtice in cutting off Re- 
bels from the Land of the Living, we ſee it in 
Gorah, Dathan,, and Ahiram, Numb. 16. at 


large. Who ever took the Sword in hand, without _ 20. 
Gods Command, but he periſhed by it * What She- Ts, " 
ba, or Aqonijah, ever blew a Trumpet of Sedition, Chaprers. 


or Rebellion , but they did this againſt their own 
lives ? When David would have ſpared Rebellions 


Abſolom, The: Lord cauſed#+him to be hung-in » $am. 18, 
che mid'ſt of an Gak, ,between Heaven and Earth, 9. &c- 


as unworthy of either, becauſe he Rebelled- a- 
ainſt his Royal Father : Yea, Wicked Fezebt! 
ad ſo much. obſerved the method of Divine 
Juhice, that ſhe could demand boldly, Had Zimri 
Peace, who ſlew his Maſter: 2 King, 9, 31, Our 

@\vn 


us Chriſtian Lverty not 
Dr. Taylor, in own Chronicles: (as-DoQor Thomas Taylor ob- 
bir eemn7 ſerved long agoe) are- full of 'rare SXanRies of 
©. Gods judgments, upon not: a few of ſuch Mon- 
ſters. and Miſcreants. The ſtrange diſcovery of 
S-e the Elder- the Percyes . Conſpiracy ,. and that of the Guy. 
Fiſh o_ powder Treaſos;\ are {uch remarkable Monuments 
;emembranze Of Gods Vengeance againſt Traytors, 'as may” ne- 
of G1/smercy. yer be forgotten, to the: perpetual ſhame of, the 
new Romith - Religion 3 but will ſtand upon re- 
cord, (unleſs Poſterity be over-ungrateful ) tothe 
.end of Time. . Neither let that unparalled Yil- 
lany, committed againſt the Sacred - blood of our 
late Royal Martyr King CHARLES rhe Firſt, 
of bleſſed Memory , nor the juſt vengeance of 
God upon the Actours, in that hotrid Tragedy , 
be ever blotted out from under Heaven. - - Neither 
is this only an. humane invention; or obſetyati- 
on, but an infallible extra, and conclulign-expreſ- 
ly ſet down in the Holy Scriptares of Almighty 
' God, Prov. 24. 21, 22. My Son, fear thou the 
Lord and the King , and meadle not with" them 
that are given to change, -or with the feditious. 
For. their deſtrytFion ſhall ariſe ſuddenly, and whv 

knoweth the ruine of them both *? 


Were I fhinded to common-place it at large 
on this Theam, I ſhould be over-burthenſome 
to your patience: wherefore for .brevities ſake, 
I ſhall lay down, two or three of the moſt-perti- 
nent Arguments, topreſs hgme what hath been 
ſaid, and ſo proceed to:the Applications. 


" Rea- 


"have ſaid ye are Gods, a 
' the» moſt high, Wherefore how durſt any pre- 


 Reafo#'t. "God inp (elf bath'ordainet{MagiRts- 
cy; By md Kings valew, and Princes decred"fuſbice, 


Prov.” $, '15. - So *Nebuchadnezzar con 
Das. 4. 14. That the moſt High hath power _ 
over oy; pm of men, and giveth chem to ' 


whomſoever He will. And Saint P48! layerh ir 


down 'for good Chriſtian Dodtrine , the Powers 
that be, are fined of God, Rom. 13.1, Who 
then can withone prodigtons' guilt take the ſword 


out of the Princes-hand 2 or deprive himof thar 
which he” owes to none but God himſelf alone, 
namely, his Crown- and his Life ?, ._ * 


RE 
Reaſon 24. God hath been pleaſed: to honour 
them with his'own Name, whom” he hath raiſed 

up © utito pliee- of" Aathority ;” thar "for 
might be had 'in'due honoyr, and' eftcem, accorg- 
ing to their place and dignuy, Pal.” 82. 6. 7 
all of ye efildren of 


ſume. without horrid impudence , co afftont, or 


withſtend, thoſe whom the Kidg of Heaven hath 


ſo highly honoured ?' Notg, only let the Magiſtrate 
here remember, that though he be as it were a 


God by Office, yet that ke is but a. man by 


Eſſence z and therefore I may be bold to put you 
in mind of that too , Te ſhall aye like men, * 


Reaſon 3. God ſetterh a ſtamp upon Magji- 
ſtracy, no leſs then an Impreſſe of his own Ma» 
jeſty, Mercy, Juſtice, and Wiſdome on thoſe vi- 
ſible Deities, and little Gods on Eatth , yel, a 

| D - great 


48S 
4D 


great parciof. his. 2p | : 7 f _ | Fvaly.:vne 
of As. for inſtance,'Je Hoy oo the 

e of Soveraign.. Princes" And here what a 
radiant ' body of a _ of -Omniporenc Splendoun, 


"ike, as jn.cheſol: Bears ,difplayes it; ſelf, ; and 


ſp s_.it9ra Seat and. Throne of Ma- 
pg borh in.tha yy many , Hundred Thouſands 
are-ſubjected to the pawer of as, and in; that, 
the whole adminiſtration of a alMerous People 
is.in one and, and* that. the good. eſtate ; of all, 
dependeth, on one alone: under God... So, the jn- 
feriour Magiſtrates,; « or Tale » thofe whom the 
Soveraign Power of the Prince, hath put in Au- 
thority underhim, according tothe Laws,and Sta- 
rutes, Cuſtomes, and, Con titutipns of his Realms, 
Thoſe, 1 lay, by pee eix Commiſſions, and 
Charters,, Jeeetvgya Ko an,,;lmpreſs of che 


Princeſs Mij and, rity , - which. as loyal | 
Subjed and ;thful ov nk of LU 
and ] . paige are to = Ph for the glory. * 
of 'God,, the pr ation, of Le e: publick peace, 
accordiy whe Jan Fs, of God » andithe know, 
Laws 0 #8 nd who then is t hat Son 


of Belial, that, dui ſer amſelf, in ale | tion to 


| 4 : ” 


| ilk rake this, one: day, ,as.an 
high affront done þ imſelf * and if any wfll be 
ſo impugent.as to depiſe their -Superiours;. whe- 
ther in Church or State-, they may exſpect. to- 
hearethat in 1 Saw. 8.7.  applyed againſt them» 
ſelves, They have not JED» + Thee, (ke. ) ny 

W- 


ay of men, .dyrſt pig lace; ſo. Joon 2. conſtituti- 


?{td' 0b” Abies 

pefiout, "Hub thiy have re ject; d- me, that 
Sr wp "Y lz# over boy ©; jag takes. ths 
Ire which | eff to thofe, whom he-hark 


pct i Reſco over us, doſe done to liimfelfs 


uty rb mne Abd. Linkin of* their 
moſt gew'de dand wicked Zrrour. ; 
| 
abjett, But what- need allthis adoe 2 4d qhid 
perdinto hee? To" whit end'is alt this waſt £ 
we are Freemen,; we -havea liberty; e*c.-to ſerve 
God according to* yr Conſcience, and- whar 
hath, on man Olay au ies G9 


| *'Solut, Ay! ad have You n Liberty indeed A 
Liberty,Hfay?' Well ſaid By for what I pray yout? 
What !to {ay ahd' do wha you liſt ? '*hope not 
ſo.;  Bue-if >. of you durſt think fo, or take it 


{0:1 you may ſee your miſtake" in Fore 
in, of be-tod late; on ha 


beto ve n' Liberty 
ſay, to ſerve'God edit our Conſetenest 
I pray:God'whenHe:ſhal ati ws all-to'a ſhi& 


accompt, and reckoning, y wy that ſame thirig 
which ſome callConſcience, do nor appear to be 
meer. Himour and: Obſtinacy. *-For they _ : 
us- noggrounds mn@ll'the World, Ny A [their '# 
thuſiaſmes (ould be called the ſervite of God? 
And now, 1'/am: come ſo fary as- to meet ſoms 
who are hugely mken up with their New-erected 
D 2 Meet- 


dough I 
& hems ng 
> chaſe,” þwe pitty 
ifeltly. -abuſqit; For 
wo any Perſon. breathing , who 
Pablch.. communi. of the, Chureb 

Fant ok thay. a ſo $op mah wg in pray+ 
fs 21 io che ſervicg, xi .9ppO 
a this; Eilrat the hearing of the. Word ts. 
read and preached, and inthe participation of the 
* bleſſed Sacraments? I pray you upon what&eqams 
do you. hold Gommuniqn/one,; wyh,,:another,) in 
yaur. erected! 0h ap » *OF.2JOciefies , 
4 you do.gat, openly olewply Jedlre in the 
ſame ſogietiss,, and ſojemn, Meetings of yours, 
That 'you do- '!raownce. the . Del: and all his 
Works , the Pomps and Vanities 'of the wicked 
World 841 the Meant” Iufs of the! fb, 4k the 
carnal, defines. of, ye Janes. fo as "not; to. follow, 
bach: lead by them *' do, you profeſs apaily. 
| ſolemnly , your belief of all: the Articles. of 
2 te e bel injſon, Faith. *- And 5 40 
ad. yato'. you tbe '\Margl Law! they call 
the phedignge of: Gods: hob »Withand rony- 
we pi "2 Ando. they prets/you tarnefily 
GB. W S pn the ſame all the diyes of your lives ? 
MOOS- nd ca}l-up0d. you, to: cons 
Ws and = your 1s. unwo':Almighty 
y ["anh y-unbl, "_ j.-penitent. a0 0b. 
Ao be eo: the end 19t) you may. 
giveneſs of the @me by his infinite IT 
199 my 'o ey tech you to. pay and 


394d 


- 
» 


- 
= 
- 


it 


' ſue-eambſtly - 


wo " 


” » w , 


T1 


: *h þ- 
. 
* toDeAbaſen;” ' 


and . heartily 


® - of 
y; for - chie- pardon of 
the: many» breaches and violaeions oP Gods Law, 
whereot.you: ſtand guilty before him; and'in' the 


Courts of your-own Conſtiencs ? do they teach: 
' you- to. pray"unto God, 'in-and through the mer- 


rits,and mediation of ous Lord: Jeſus Chriſt for 
his ſpgcial grace, that He will #ncline. Jour 
hearts to keep his Laws, better \ forthe: time to 


For mine own part, I do declare my ſelf +free- 
ly co all the World , how indiflerent ſoever, I 
contented to: be accounted in other matters, 
which are buc. meetly circumſtantial: and 'arbi- 


 trable by common Authority z yet without pre- 


judice to any- Perſon, or Party, I do ſolemnly 
declare it in thepreſence of God, and in the face 
of this: Chriſtian Congregation, That I cannot ſee 

- grounds forany ſelf., or. any 'other: Perſon 
_ Chriſtianity, ' to hold Communign with 
any Soctety-.whatſoever, where the are 
not. put in. EQntinual remembrance - of the Yow 
and. Covenant which have made with. God 
in cheir 34p1i/m : where they have neither Creed, 


- nor Lords Prayer, nor Tew Commandemens , nag 
\ the Dodtrine of the Sacraments expounded :- 


much leſs the ſame Sacraments, .I mean of Bap- 
tiſm and' the Lords Supper , adminiſtred; actord- 
ding to the order and: form ,, the: judgment. and 
practice of the Primitive Church. 'For how can 
I; or any man or woman, fertouſly and in good 
earneſt profeſſing Chriſtianity, venture our Sal. 
. vation 


21 


22” 


Sf. 4- 


Decreto0 1. 


 onc&-detivefed unce the [Sainty 


's, wy, _, | . , y 
on: Md , ? | f A {5 +»5 
vation:inſuctiza :Codinfunion , 'where "che / faith 
i>)1s not openly: 


. confeſſed wich the.mourhy/iſo; well" as rhey' pres 


:to- believe i010 theic. hears? ; eſpecially, (e- 
ing the” great: Apoſtle ſpeaks ig ſo plainly, 7hat 


with'the Heart'Man balieveth unto rightebaſugfs, 


and. with 'the month-tanfeſſion- of faith is; made 
#tto Salvation; Rom to, 10, oO wn, 


1 abhor ſuch fooluh Whimſes, to ſay no bet- 
ter 3 *and ſuch horrid and dangerous Enthuſraſmies, 
to call them no worſe , which prefer every odd 
and idle fancy of any particular man or Miniſger 
whatſoever, to the received-Do@rine and PraQice 
of the-Univerſal or holy Catholick Church, And 
ſo-mych - the more for that_the. Apoſtle Sainc 
Peter. tells us. plainly, that,” no Prophely , of 
Scripture is-of any private interpretation. or re- 
folution, -2 Pet-1. 20, ' Andgfurely,\if it» be-8n 
abſurd,impoſirion of the . Councilor .rather Con- 
ventignof 7rent, tro change. the , Rule . of the 
Chriſtian, Faith , by Equiparating ufwritten: Tra- 
ditions,with' the very written word of God, can 
we judge it leſs abfurd, in our Novelliſts. at 
home'4 who will have ſo many Creeds, as Heads, 


\ though never ſo contradictory each toother, Be- 


loved, ſaith Saint Fade, when I gave | all dili- 
gence-to write unto. you of the Comnion Sal- 
vations «it was needful-for. meto write. 'unto you, 
and extiore-iyou 'that you ſhould -earneſtly -con- 
rend for the fiith -which was once | delive- 


red unto the Saints, Yer. 3. it was ever held . 


for 


—_7 — kd 4 ,} ) _ R—_ — _— — ——_— % 


Pet & 


» IJ dd. 4s * 8 

-for'a good Rule, Whereby "ro! Ynderſtahd. the 
- legality of/”any -pta ice,” r to try..the ' truth 'of 
any Doarine, whichFincentius Lerienſis gives: 14 
tenendum quod ſemper, pra ubique, quod ab omni- 
. bus Crediturg%ſt 1d tindem facing, fi ſequamur 
 Aritiquitatem,. Unitverſalitatens, Conſenſum. Thar 
is tobe. held; which hath been: believed alwayes, 
__ where, and of 'all, And 'that we do; if 
we follow-Antiquity, [niverſſicy and Conſent; 


4 | * 
When Simon Magus, Elin, Cerinthus, Menander, 
py 6. theGngfticks 8 other herericks,for- 
{ook the communion of the holy CatholickChurch, 


Faſtin Martyr and St. Irenens tells us what be- Juſtin Martyr: 
Secunda Apo» 


logia per 


that the fpllowers of Simon Magis worſhipped him Chriſtianis- 


came. of them, how they-ran into thoſe exceſles 


-as the Son of God that appeared/ unto the Fews 
in Semaria. Andi renews; after Fuſtin Martyr, 
-aich, that $:mon Magus is faid to be hgnoured 


lrenzus.11h,1;. 


CaPs. 20. 


| of Claidins Ceſar, of many he was glorified- as 


.God;, | he Taught, that himſelf was he , who, 2s 
the Soni ;appeared amongſt the Jews, that in- $4- 
maria tie: deſcended{ as the Father, and amongſt 
other Nations,: he came asthe Holy Ghoſt, That 
himſelf alſo waPthe higheſt Power . (; e- ) him 
who above and over all things, is the-Fether, 

(umep 24 6buwos iniimdura at opuevoy Hoy ) ſo,exalting himſelf 
above all that is called God, he alſo ſuffered himſelf 
to be called whatſoever men called him, Who is the 


Father Eternal]. Moreover. that his Trall Helena, 


whom he called-his tar Tpa]nr, or prime conceit, or 


ers, 


principle did with him: generate Angels and Pow- 


' made.z; that accordingſto 18 Grace *men were {a- 
ved. that the God of the F*Þs was one of the An- 
gels Created By him the ſaid $iwony, and the faid 
Holy Father St«/rexevs inhis'22'Olmpter of his fipit 
book againſt Herefies, chirgeth\the' aforeſaid 's7- 
on Magns to. have ſaid,'that be was the only Fa- 
ther, = hath made Angels and Arch- Angels, 
Pirtues and Power ;, that his Picture or Fignre was 
mage. according ty the figure of Jupiter , andef Se- 
lena (or without donbt ofHelena, as Dr. Hammond 
notes) after the fienre of Minerva, and theſe wete 
to be worthipped), Chap. +21, So Teriuliaw in his 
. Traddate de Anima, or of the Soul; tellsms, How 
that Simon Magus was called of bis followers,The 
Higheſt or Soveraign Father, Wore 
| Beloved, I beſeech you in the bowels of onr 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ts conſider with your: ſelves the 
dangerous and pernicious: conſequents- of making 
"Rents and Schiſmes in tlie þody of Chriſt, which 
is the Church, Tt is a wonder if the Schiſmacick 
do find center till he become an obſtinareHererick, 
or deſperate Blaſphemer; witneſs that of Hacker, 
who at his very Execution in the Reign-of' Queen 
Elizabeth died Blaſpheming.What ſhould I ſpeak of 
othersin our own times? know, that out of Church, 
there is no Salvation. That the Church is known 
. . xo be & true Spouſe of Chriſt, by that 'Faich and 
true Allegiance which ſhe bears unto Chriſt, This 
- Faithis the Faithof Chriſt Crucified, which ſhe is 
not -aſhamed- to-confe(s with open mouth mm the 
| face of all the wotld.  Into-this Faich the Bap- 


tized Þ 


£# =. co as aca li. ad. 


$zrch allbem whom the liters und er_ the. ban- 
aer of our Lord Jeſus Chit, in the defence 
(this ge -our holy Mother the Church 
ay oor pare , @ this xime dyed all the 

les and Martyrs, uz, Saint Peter, St. 
ol Saint Fames, Saint Fohy, and. Saint Jwe, 
-and. all the teſt -of. the Apeſtles. This is thar 
ſame faich which was born withefs unto by the (,1 uw 
firſt four GeneralCouncils, Namely, the firſt Coun- con/iting'of 
cil of Nice, called under Conſtantine the great, 31% Bifbups 
wherein Aris and his- adherents, who denyed 326. 
the Divinity of che Son of God, - were condem- 
ned; for Hereticks, So the Council af Confar- 2, - —— 
#inople,. holden four ity years after thac firſt Coun- Biſbys and »p- 
cil of _ under the Emperout Theodoſtns the JI = 
Elder, againſt Macedowius Parr LN who _ 383+ 
nyed the God-head of the Ghoſt. :. 
the firſt of Zpheſus , — by nei of ppt 
the Younger, againſt N&forioes ,' who affirmed — 
two Perſonsin Chriſt, Laftly , the- Council "of * 451 
Calcedpn, called and convened: under Martiez the ,, ....1,, 
Emperour , againſt Zazyches , *who- aſſerted thar 500 8p. 
there was but one Nature in Chriſt _— of Anno Dom. 
the Divine and Humane, _ 


All theſe” Councils held and derermined- the 
ſame moſt holy Faith; which .is received in the 
Church of 'Z»gland, which we have” in our Litur- 
gy, or Publick Service, underthe Names and Ti- 

tles of the Apoſtles; Nizene and At hayaſtayCreeds, 
In , the defence and maintenance - ' hereof, 
dyed the renownEd Saint Athanaſins, Saint Cyprian, 

» E Ir #Nens, 


- 


" (ſerene; A .other' the ' Holy 


ehypvs, '. the 'Holy!and” Learned Fa- 
-thets-of* the /Primitive--Church,- "And40-com 

Cranmer wa} WvAret Home to our-own tines, theſe Goly Fey 
Arch-Biſhop of: EU Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Hooper, Fay - 
crop 6 rar, and thoſe . Godly Miniſters-alſo., $4auntters, 
Ridley BYE? Taylor, Bya4ford/and.many-others under the Mts: 
Latimer of 7 pj4ay Perſeturion;} ſealed ( is ſame holy Primitive 
Worceſter.  ©zrholick: and -Apoſtolick Faigh, wich their dear- 


* Gloceſter: - - eſt heart-blood.' 
Farear of-St.,s  - ED 943324 
_ - Not 0-tronble: you with the inſkznces of ma- 
- ny fairhful-Confeſſours, and Martyrs, of a more 
'"” -Modein date;: whoſe blood: cannot chuſe, 'bur'run 
| -freſfin.moſt'of our Memories, - '- , 
All theſe I affare, you dyed in- the ſame faith, 
- 'which.onr.. Church hath taught us; and doth ſtill 
continue in/teachingrus'£0 believe; chough here- 
s 'unto' too many, I fear if our times, who would be Þ 
tfoughr, to be ſomewhat more-xvife - then their & 
Neighbours , - are: too: great. Strangers. This is 
 rhar Faith upon which: our:.Charch.is buile, and | 
agg which. thei Gates of'Hell ſhall never be «- 
_ bleto prevaile; e115 bo 
* Hae rewtlatio. 


7a: of:.9% Though the: Church be ſhaken. by many con- 
damentum eft : faſions and diſorders: yer her Faith, the beſt* ſecu- 
vec ſecxit". rityfof Eternity; isnoÞſhaken, No! that remains 


kternitatis eft 


inc Regni vl the ſame;/and:ſo will do- by: the grace of God, 
celorum b453 ntl the Angel in the: Revelation ſhall proclaim 


clavem 2 hinc : $ 

terrena cha that time ſhall be no'more, And now to.con- 
judicia celeſti- Gs : ow | 

4 fant, Killac, clude, 


kb.6.4e Trinit, , \ © 6 d « If 
0 


{ the purpoſe of your expectation. 


240 ve; $A 
. '- If -any will; forſake :owr:| Communion, while 
we ſtand .upon theſe terms,. 1 nay juſtly: fay:of 
chem, -as. Saint Jgnatinsfaid of the old Gnoftichs, 
and Diſciples of-Old $497. the; Witch, once and 
again before.mentioned, ti.y«y jong 77 wa\pis | xxd#oi, 
"vx dr *noey iy fe pot 74 Sap 44 gies, Tf they had been 
true - and genuine | branches of. God che Fither; 
they _ would never have. been': Enemies; . of 
the Croſs of - Chriſt, | 
Bur if in _—_ elſe :,. I may prevail with 
thoſe -who do diflent- from 'us , yer let them 


| be .perſwaded . whiles they have. a. Liberty, nor 


to--uſe it, -or rather. not-:to abuſe it as a' Cloak 
of Maliciouſneſs, Treaſon, or Rebellion 3 nor 
to Maintain any lewed . Principles : nor to 
ſet on foot any Malignant: Practiſes-: a- 
eainſt God , or tne King z Church, or State, 


Z Friends or Foes3 But rather as- becometh good 
= Clyiſtians, ſo fer them demean themſelves in * 
all Places, and upon all occaſions, and amongſt 


all panies as the Servants of God, As 


© free, and not uſing. ,* or not having the -Ziberty 
= for 4 Cloak of Malitiou(neſs, but as the Servants 
of God. ; 


1 know you expect ſomwhar to be ſaid unto 
Perſons in Authority, by way of Advice 3 bur 
I have not had time to tumble; over a Coucor- 
dance according to the new \mode: of thoſe who 
ae, hugely affected wich the lang-windeds Cary. 
howbelit, I ſhall not refaſe to commend-unto/you 
two or three very. pertinent places of Scripture to 


E 2 The 


a”... +» 


Liberty fide 
.\* The-firſk fhalbberhazin #vd; 1$3-2 11) which 
contains; Jathro's Counſel nats Wes , ' which 


ay” ing Covetou(ne 
;-- The fecond ſhall be thar of "Pavid, 2 Sam, 
23 3«- He thati Ruleth 0ver mer muſh be Poſt, 
Ruling in the fear of God: Remernber you bear nat 

Sword: in vain, Rom. 13. 4 The: Magiſtrate is 
En/fas ntrin/que tabale, the Keeper of the two 
Tables of the: Ten' Commandments : and how- 
ever your Sword may not reach all caoſes; yer 


_ fo far as lyeth in your power, let not diſorderly 


living paſs withour ſuch puniſhments as are con- 
faſten with: Chriſtian Charity. 


Yowneed not- that much- more-ſhould be ſaid 
by me at: this inſtant ; the: Laws of God, «nd 
the known Laws of the Land, and the;Conſti- 
eutions of your own- Society muſt you 
when. this: diſcontſe 'o' mine may. be forgotten, 
Let your own good example- in frequenting the 
houſe of God, together with*your own Fannifies, 
according tq.the Oxder of the Church of Zxgland 
by Law eſftabliſht, and your own-Grave, unblame- 
able, and diſereer-deportmentr, put a blank upon 
diflenters.. _ _ e _— _—_— 

Q. e Wiſdome of- + ſhining forth 
_ - erm the Miniſtry of your Lawfal. Paſtor 
Ordaidfd and Conſtituted amongſt you in due form 
and order of Law, according to the _—__ 
I Bag + aw's 


w_— _— 
. 


A, 


$ 


td 
x; 


©" dE Adiſed.” |] 
Laws of this Realm, and the Canons-and' Con: 
ſtirmrions of 'the Chnrely of Zngit4, pioufly and 
yhotſomely made and' provided ; It is your 


- part and hank, oa Vecitl manner 'to fuppo:t and 
t 


_ countenance 


. againſt al affronts and indig- 
nittes, which 2 factious and head - ſtrong, a 
Standeraus and Scandalizing Generation. may 
caſt upon him. | | 


And for you that are ſub poreſt ate Conſtiturz,. 


nnder the command of Authority , I ſhall give 
you that ſame wholſome advite which follows 
immediately after the words of my Text : Ho- 
nour all meu 5 Love the © Brother - hood , Fear 
God, Honour the Kinz : Ons which words Ihalt 
make no other Paraphraſe than whatthe Church of 
England hath made to my hand in her moſt ex. 
cellent and plain. Catechiſm.,, Tow ſhall next tg, 
the performance of your -Dnty towards God in beliew- 
wing in him, Fearing him, Loving him above all, 
Worſbipping him, giving him Thanks, putting your 
whole- Truſt. in him, Calling upon him, Honouring 
his Holy Name, and his Word , and ſerving him 


truly alt. the days of your lives. You ſhall, I fay, 


next fo the performance of your duty in-this man- 
ner towards God, wot” forget your duty towards your- 
Neighbour , (that is tO lay ) Tov ſhall love. your 
Neighbour as your ſelf, and do unto all men, as thou 
would'ft he ſhould do unto thee, Thow ſhalt Love, 
Honour, and Succonr thy Father and Mother. Thou 
ſhalt Honour and Obey the Kiltg, and all that are put 


in Authority under bim. Thos ſhalt ſubmit thy ſelf . 


$6: 


"Fwy . 
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#. © roalh thy Governianrs, 
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| Teachers f Spiritual Pelers, | 
and Maſters. Shou ſhalt order thy; py and. 
Rewerently: to. all thy Betters.* Thou. "_y p 
bedy by Ward wor Peed. Thos ſbalt be Trac an Faſt 
in all thy dealings. Thow ſbalt bear Yo Aalice nor 
Hatred in thy heart. Thou ſhalt Feep thy: Hgnds from. * 


70 


' picking and ſtealing ,. and thy Tongue from Evil-. 


aking, Lying, "and Slandering. Thos. ſhalt keop. 
Un Body 6 ce . Soberneſ; and et 
Thou ſhalt not Coved nor deſire other-mens.G oods;, bat 
ſbalt learn and labour truly to get thine-own Living, 
and to do thy Duty in that ſtate of Life, unto which 
it hath pleaſed God to call thee. This is pure Religi- 
0a,and Undefiled before, God and the Father in- 
deed. Wilt thou'then not be afraid of the Power ? 
do that which it good, and: thou ſhalt have praiſe of 
the ſame, "Rom. 13+3- For as St, Petey (aith, 1 Pex. 
3» 13+ Who'is he that will harmyou, if ye be follow- 
ers of that which is good ? I beſeech you Confi- 
der what is ſpoken, and the Lord give you under- 
ſtandinggin all things neceſſary, in order to the 
Attainment of Everlaſting Salvation chrough' Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord - tro-whom with the Father,and the 
Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſqns, and. but One God, 
be aſcribed and- rendered,-as of all due belongeth, 
all Honour. and Glory, Praiſe, Power, Might, 


- Majeſty, Thankſgiving, Dominion , and Obedi- 


ence both" of ns, and of every*Creature, both 
gow and ferever- more, : Amen. 
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